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or as long as she can remember, the arts have
been a part of Pam’s life.
“Living in Queens, New York, in the 1950s and 60s
afforded me the opportunity to partake of many things
related to the arts, from the Metropolitan Museum
of Art to the Guggenheim, Radio City Music Hall,
Broadway, Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center!” Pam
exclaimed.
Early on, Pam’s interest in the arts also sparked a
life-long passion for performance.
“I was bitten by the stage-bug at the age of four
when I performed a duet tap dance and sang to ‘I’m
a Little Teapot,’” she said. “I remember how I felt on
stage and that feeling has never escaped me.”
“One of the best times of my life was in 1965
when I auditioned and was chosen to be in the
children’s chorus of Bizet’s ‘Carmen,’ under the
baton of Maestro Leonard Bernstein, as part of his
Children’s Concert Series,” Pam continued. “It was
a thrilling time for me.”
“I had always thought I would end up going to
school to become a nurse, but my parents were
against it, saying I was too sensitive,” Pam recalled.
“So I turned to my love of music and attended
Mansfield State College, majoring in music education.
That’s where I met my future husband and we married
in 1974.”
Two years later, Pam and her husband decided
to relocate to his hometown of Meadville. “Rapidly,
I grew to love the community and became heavily
involved in the arts,” she said. “I was invited to sing
with the Allegheny College Community Choir and the
Erie Philharmonic Chorus. Later, I joined the Meadville
Community Theater and was involved in several
productions. Happily, I was a part of ‘Blazing Guns
at Roaring Gulch,’ which was a vaudeville play that
marked the reopening of the Academy Theatre.
Under the direction of the late Ben Agresti, I
performed in ‘Fiddler on the Roof,’ ‘Nunsense’ 1
and 2, ‘The Sound of Music,’ ‘Show Boat,’ ‘Last of
the Red Hot Lovers’ and ‘Barefoot in the Park.’ After
Ben Agresti moved from the Meadville area, I worked
as the box office manager at the Academy Theatre.
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Due to time constraints and family health issues, my
acting ended after I performed in ‘Master Class.’ I still
am involved in church plays occasionally.”
“It has been such an honor and a privilege to be
a part of the local theater community,” Pam recalled
happily. “I guess I was born to entertain. I will never
forget the joy on the faces of the crowd while I was
performing. There is something magical about it. To
be able to transform people to another place and time
and to help them escape all their problems, even if it is
just for a little while, is so rewarding.”

“I have always felt that the beauty, joy and
inspiration of the performing, visual and literary arts are
important to the health and well-being of the mind and
soul,” Pam said. “We are so fortunate to have so many
wonderful opportunities right here in Meadville.”
Today Pam appreciates engaging in friendly
conversations and helping members of the community
feel more at ease when they are admitted into the
hospital. Smiling, Pam said, “I am still spreading joy —
just in a different capacity.”
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