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With a job

	that moved overseas, it was time to choose a
new path. Tracey always feared needles
and blood, but deep down she knew she had what it took to become a nurse.
She was sympathetic, kind, ethical, had a great sense of humor and was
diligent. “I guess I always had what it took; I just never realized it. I love being
an advocate for patients.” smiled Tracey.
While studying, Tracey was conversing with a long-time friend and
asked if she had gone for a mammogram recently. The reply was no, due to no
health insurance. Tracey insisted she go for an exam – caught totally off guard,
her friend was diagnosed with breast cancer. “I became her biggest supporter.
There is something deep inside me that loves to help people,” remarked Tracey.
Was this perhaps the reason Tracey was destined to become a nurse?
Tracey’s co-workers were so impressed with her nursing skills; they
suggested she continue her schooling to become a registered nurse. Shortly
after completing her education, Tracey was diagnosed with a rare cancer,
Triple Negative Breast Cancer. As difficult as it was, Tracey continued working while undergoing treatments. “She never complained, never accentuated
her condition. Her focus was always her patients,” commented co-worker,
Joyce. “She would always ask others how they were and focus only on them.

She is such an asset to the Stepping Stones Unit and doesn’t begin to realize
what an impact she has made on her co-workers.”
It has been a very difficult road for Tracey with reoccurrences and
painful treatments. “Part of the journey is to be open to others and start
receiving,” said Tracey tearfully. “My family, friends, co-workers, Dr.
Hussain, Sue Kilburn, former Clinical Breast Health Nurse Educator and nurse,
Marianna Fink quickly made me aware that we are a team going through this
together. They are always in my corner encouraging me.”
Her illness has taken a financial toll on the family. “I have so many to
thank but, I am forever grateful to co-workers; Joyce Yunik, Karen Detelich,
Jean Repa, Kenlo McGowan, Sheila Arnold, Lori Shorts, Amy Filipowski, and
Shaun Byers who organized a fundraiser for me that brought in over $6,500.
Jamie Marks also raised $2,000 through a church benefit, a former co-worker, Jen Horn organized a GOFUNDME page that has brought in $4,530 and
my former TCU co-workers raised $700,” remarked Tracey joyfully.
Having a rare cancer is not what defines Tracey. She is a nurse with a
beautiful soul and a spirit that shines. She has a way of making others strive
to become better people. We are proud to introduce our September Faces
of Health Representative, Tracey Elmen.

