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Days

before Jenny, an X-ray technician with Meadville
Medical Center for the past 9½ years, gave birth to
Lindy, her husband Brian was diagnosed with stage 4 kidney cancer.
“Once I comprehended what we were being told, I couldn’t quit crying,”
remarked Jenny. “By the grace of God, we have managed to come to
terms with the situation and now we feel it is our responsibility to help
put a smile on the face of others going through the same situation,”
said Jenny.
“Now our roles are reversed; I go to work while Brian stays home
with our daughter. He is such a wonderful father,” stated Jenny.
“People were so kind to us,” smiled Jenny. “I wanted to think of
some way to show my gratitude and pay it forward. Friends and family
took care of our every need; they were amazing. That is when the idea
came to me to create chemo bags for patients going through treatment. It is our way of letting others know that someone cares and
understands what they are going through,” stated Jenny’s husband,
Brian. “You learn that you have friends you never knew you had when
something like this happens.”

To date, Jenny and Brian have delivered 146 chemo bags to facilities
throughout NW Pennsylvania. Brian smiled, “I just love to hear the
stories. Just being able to touch someone is what it is all about. It makes
me very emotional knowing we are able to connect with people in this
way.” Each bag is filled with items such as a puzzle book, slippers, hard
candies, lip balm, knit hat etc. The website, www.chemobags.org. has
been established for anyone wanting to help the family. They would like
to keep the program going, but cannot afford to continue spending $10
per bag. Donations and money are gladly accepted to continue bringing
a little bit of sunshine into a cancer patient’s day.
“When we are home, we don’t focus on the cancer. We just go
about living our lives and enjoying every moment as a family. It is funny
how getting a diagnosis like that intensifies the beauty that surrounds
us,” remarked Brian. “I am a nature lover and will never take anything
for granted again.”
Be like Jenny and Brian, take those moments to bask in the
sunshine. We are proud to introduce our January Faces of Health
Representatives, Jenny and Brian Cameron.

