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The Birthday Lunch for Charities Group
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ome womenfrom this group have been acquaintances for years, while
others met during an exercise class at the former Wellness Extension. As
time went on, this diverse group realized besides camaraderie they all had
something else in common — a true appreciation for their community.
Feeling blessed by what has been bestowed upon them in their lives;
they wanted to do something to help others. Coordinating the schedules of 13
individuals was no easy undertaking, especially when many of these women
were involved in other community organizations and activities. Somehow
they have managed to continue getting together for each member’s birthday
celebration. It was a mutual decision that led them to take up a monetary
collection rather than presenting each other with a birthday gift. The guest of
honor chooses the restaurant for their birthday luncheon celebration as well
as the charity that will reap the rewards from their donations.
Since 2009, these friends have contributed over $9,000 to organizations throughout the Crawford County region. Some of the charities that
have benefited are: Toys for Tots, the Humane Society, Baldwin-Reynolds
House, Seton Library, Conneaut Lake Library, Guys Mills United Evangelical Free Church Read Program, Nancy Sheridan Scholarship Fund, Hillside
Home, Support Our Troops, Judith’s Jig, Meadville Public Library and the
Kens Beers Cabin Fund Raiser to name just a few.

This month Madeline chose Women’s Services as her charity of choice.
Janet commented, “One day while having coffee, a gentleman suggested
that our group sounded like “The View”. We always seem to have a wide variety of interests, opinions and points of view. I guess that is what contributes
to the wide range of charities that have been chosen over the years.”
On February 25, 2014, one of their beloved friends, Connie Etheridge
passed away. “She was such an upstanding person in the community and
always put others first. We were all deeply saddened to hear the news,”
remarked Sandy. “Connie would be very pleased to know we are all engaging
in a type of community service that carries rewards far beyond the obvious
and tangible. Our gifts affect the community in so many different ways.”
The next time you contemplate giving a frivolous gift, let these women
be an example and honor someone by giving with a grateful heart to a
local charity.
We are proud to introduce our April Faces of Health Representatives, the Birthday Lunch for Charities Group; Doris Foster, Mary Miller,
Brenda Andrey, Bev Flickinger, Donna Porter, Nancy Osborne, Barb
Powers, Joyce Minnis, Pat Chechak, Madeline Mangino, Janet Marvin,
Sandy Dunker, and Sylvia Dratler (not in photo).

